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FRANCIS DAVIS MILLET 

Among those who lost their lives in 
the appalling disaster which befell the 
Titanic on April 14th was Francis Davis 
Millet, Secretary of the American Fed- 
eration of Arts, whose services in the 
field of art were singularly notable. 

Mr. Millet was a man of extraordinary 
ability. He was not only a painter but 
a writer, traveler, soldier and organizer. 
Indeed, whatever he did was done well. 
He had great facility and a genius for 
making friends. His acquaintanceship 
was world-wide and by those with whom 
he came in contact he was held in high 
esteem. His habit of thought was clear 
and direct, his capacity of comprehension 
unusual. He could grasp a situation at a 
glance and single out in an instant the 



significant features. Furthermore, his 
interests were not restricted to a single 
line of activity, but were of wide, al- 
most boundless range. Because of these 
characteristics he was much sought both 
as a comrade and a leader. He was ex- 
cellent company and an exceptionally 
good adviser. 

He studied art at Antwerp, assisted 
John La Farge in the decoration of 
Trinity Church, Boston, the first great 
piece of mural painting done in this 
country, and was Director of Decoration 
at the World's Fair at Chicago which 
gave so strong an impetus to the develop- 
ment of American Art. For many pub- 
lic buildings he painted notable decora- 
tions, and in numerous public and private 
collections his genre paintings are in- 
cluded. 

He was Vice-Chairman of the Federal 
Commission of Fine Arts as well as 
Secretary and Executive Officer of the 
American Academy in Rome. 

A memorial meeting was held by the 
American Federation of Arts at Wash- 
ington, D. C, on the evening of May 
10th in the auditorium of the National 
Museum. Mr. Cass Gilbert presided and 
beautiful tributes to Mr. Millet's ability 
and character were paid by Senator Root, 
Senator Lodge, the Hon. Charles Francis 
Adams and Secretary Charles D. Wal- 
cott. Senator Root laid stress upon Mr. 
Millet's many-sidedness and his public 
spirit; Senator Lodge emphasized the 
vital quality in all his work; Mr. Adams 
spoke of him as the lifelong friend and 
associate; Mr. Walcott told of his inter- 
est and help in the establishment of the 
National Gallery of Art. Resolutions 
from numerous societies of which Mr. 
Millet was a member were read by Mr. 
Glenn Brown as well as a letter from 
Mr. William Dean Howells which told 
of his sense of personal loss and referred 
to Mr. Millet's ability as a writer of fic- 
tion and his special gift for friendship. 

These tributes will be published in a 
memorial volume. The next issue of Art 
and Progress will be largely given up 
to an illustrated account of Mr. Millet's 
work contributed by Mr. Blashfield, Mr. 
Baxter, Mr. Maynard and others. 



